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1000 (approx) Chinese discover that
lodestone floating on "boat" prefers
south-north direction.

1581 Robert Norman publishes "The
Newe Attractive," announcing the
discovery of magnetic dip (inclination).
1600 William Gilbert's "De Magnete":
Earth itself is a great magnet.

1634 Henry Gellibrand discovers the
secular variation of declination.

1699 Edmond Halley conducts the first
magnetic survey.

1722 George Graham discovers diurnal
variation of declination.

1834 Gauss founds "Gottingen Magnetic
Union," later (1836-9) develops spherical
harmonic analysis of the scalar magnetic

potential.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

21.

1906 Bernard Brunhes publishes first
evidence of reversely magnetized rocks.
1909 Douglas Mawson reaches the
southern magnetic pole, at the edge of
Antarctica.

1918 Alfred Wegener publishes "The
Origin of the Continents and Oceans."
1929 Motonori Matuyama produces
evidence that reversely magnetized rocks
may have originated when the Earth's
magnetic polarity had reversed.

1933 Thomas Cowling proves
self-sustained dynamos are never
axisymmetric.

1946 Walter Elsasser tries to calculate
dynamo solutions.

1951 Jan Hospers publishes study of
Icelandic lavas, concludes from their
magnetization that reversals were real.
1952 Runcorn promotes "polar wandering"
to explain magnetic reversals.

1955 Eugene Parker proposes way for
solar toroidal fields to strengthen the
poloidal field.

1963 Morley, Vine and Matthews propose
that magnetic banding of the ocean floor is
produced by seafloor spreading and polar
reversals.

1965 Heirtzler produces map of symmetric
magnetic banding of the ocean floor.

1966 Steenbeck at al propose "alpha
dynamo," generalizing an idea of Parker.
1975 Lowes and Wilkinson demonstrate
dynamo action in the lab.

1981 First precision mapping of the Earth's

field from space, by Magsat.
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